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INTERROOATICN 0? LFR VXPVZ T OSWALD 

We conducted the Investigation at the Texas School Book repository 
Puilding on Hovember 22, 1963, inrad lately after the President was shot 
and after ve had found the location whero ^oe “ervey Oswald had done the 
shooting from and loft three empty cartridge cases on tho floor and the 
rifle hod boon found partially hidden under some boxes near the back 
stairway. These piece a of evidence were protected until tho Crime Lab 

, could get pictures and mnko a search for fingorprlnts. After Lt* Day, 

♦ » Vi ! * *> { 

of tho Crime i-ob, had finished hie work with the rifle, I picked it up 

. • : ' ■« ■; 

and found that lt had a cartridge in the chamber* vhloh I ejected* About 
this time oo’-e officer cbt.o to wo and told we that Hr# Hoy S # Truly 
wanted to see me, as one of his wen had left the building# I hod talked 
to *'r# Truly previously, and at that time he thought everyone was ac- 
counted for u*o worked in tho building. Mr*Truly then come vith another 
officer and told rse that a ^ee ^arvey Osswald hod left the building. I 
asked if ho had on address where this non lived, and he told me. that he 
did, that it was in Irving at 2515 W, 5th &treot. 

I then loft the rest of the search of the building with Chief 
Lumpkin and other officers who wore there end told Deta. R. ^ims and 

, ; . J 

E. L. Boyd to accompany mo to tho City Hall whero we could mako o quick check 
for poll co rocord and any other information of value, and wo would thon eo 
to Irving, Texas, in an effort to apprehend this man. While I was in tho 

■ , * *. ' i 

building, I was told that Officer J . Tippit hod beon shot in. Oak Cliff. 
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Imnec^otoly after 1 reached ny office, X asked the officers vho had brought 
in a prisoner fror the Tipnit shooting vho the man vas vho shot the officer# 
T v ey told re Ms name was l>ce ^srvey Oswald, ond T replied that that woe 
our suspect in the x resident^ killing. I instructed the officer? to bring 
this man into tVo office aftor talking to the officers for a few minutes 
in the prosenco of Officers K* Sins and £. L* Boyd of the Homicide Bureau 
end possibly some Secret Scrvico B^n* Just as I bad started questioning 
this man, I received a call from Gordon Chanklin, Agent in Charge of the 
FBI office here in Dallas, vho asked mo to let him talk to Jim Bookhout* 
one of his agents. lie told Mr# Bookhout that he vould like for Jamas P* 

Hosty to clt in on this interview as he knew about these people and had 

* * t 

been investigating them before. I invited Mr* Bookhout and Mr* Hosty in 

T ' , ’* i;« 

to help with the interview. 

After some questions about thio man's full name I asked him if he 
worked for the Texas School Book Depository, and ho told re he did. I 
asked him which floor he worked on, and ho said usually on the second 
floor but sometimes hlo work took him to all the different floors. I ask- 
ed him what port of the building he was in at the time the 1 resident was 
rhot, and ho sold that he was having his lunch about that tims on the first , 
floor. Mr. Truly had told me that one of the police officers had stopped 
this man immediately after the shooting somewhere near the back stairway, 
so I asked Oswald whore he was when the police officer stopped him. Ho 
said ho va3 on the second floor drinking a coca cola when tho officer came 
in. I asked him why ho loft the building, ond he said there was so much 
excitomont he didn’t think there would be any more work done that day, ond 
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t* .it ns thin company wrsn't particular a^out their hours, that they rid not 
run zr a clock, and that hi thought it would to Ju3t as veil that ho left for 
the rest of the afternoon# I nolead him if he owned a rifle, and he- said 
thrt he did not. He said that he had seen one at the building a few cays 
210 , end that Mr. Truly and ?o re of the cmrlcyeco were locking at it. I 
asked hin vhero ha vent to when he left work, and he told no that he had 
a room on 1026 "orth Feckley, that he ve^t over there anc charged his trousers 
one got bin pistol and vent to the picture show. I asked hin vhy he carried 
his nistol, and he rercorkod, T, Iou know how boyo do when they have a gun, they 
-unt c arry it. 11 

Mr. Hostv coked Oswald if ho had teen in Russia. Ho told him, "Yes, 
v r. had been in Puuaic three years.” He asked Mr. if he had written to 
the Russian Embassy, and he said he had. This man became very upset and 
arrogant with Agent H 0 sty when he questioned him and accused him of accos- 
ting his wife two different times. V.'hen /*gent Ho sty attempted to talk to 
this r.an, he would hit his fist on the desk. I 33ked Oswald what ho meant 
cy accosting his wife when he was talking to Hr. Ho sty* Ho saic Mr. Ho3ty 
id. 2 tree tad his wife two different times when he talked with her, practically 
accocted her. Mr. Hosty also asked Oswald if be hod been to Mexico City, 
which hr denied. Turing thio interview he told mo that he had gone to 
school in New York and in Fort Worth, Texas, that after going into the 
Karines, finished his high school education. I asked him if ho von any 
r.edals for rifle shooting in the Marines. He said ho wen the usual medals. 

T asked hin what hin political beliefs were, and ho said ho had none 
but thnt he belonged to the Fair Flay for Cuba Committee and told rcs that 
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t*«y had headquarters in «ev *orV and tMt te had ten ’ccrotary for this 
orpnni ration in *» “rloens when ho lived there. Ho also sold that he =up- 
-crte the Castro Fovclution. Cue of the officers had told ne that he had 

rented the room on Ueekley under tho none of W r. L ee. I ' =Vcd Mn why 
v, did this. Ho said the landlady did it. She didn't understand his 

ar.ne correctly • 

Oswald acted if he was allowed an attorney and I told hir. ho could 
hove any attorney he liked, and that the telephone would he available to him 
u r in the Jail and ho could call anyone ho wished. I believe it war. dur- 
ing thin interview that he first expressed a desire to talk to Mr. Abt, an 
attorney in «U A crk. Interviews on this day were interrupted by ahowups 
v’-ers witnesean identified Cavald positively as the wn who killed Officer 
Ti-pit. and the tire that I v^uld lave to talk to another witness or to 
so™ of the officers. One of these ’ahowups was held at h*39 nm and the 

next one at 6:3-0 pa. end at 7*55 1™. * 7: ^ ** 1 cl?ned 3 con P lflint to " 

fore Pill Alexander or tho Pi -strict Attorney's office, charging Oswald with 
tw s .Tipp.it rardcr. At 7:10 pa Tinpit was arraigned before Judge "obnston. 
during the second day interviews 1 asked Oswald about a card that ho had in 
his purse showing that ho belonged to the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, which 
he admitted was his. I asked his: about another identification card in his 
pocket bearing tho name of Alex Hicoll. He said ho picked up that name 
ta Hew Orleans while working in the Fair Hay for Cuba organisation. He 
said he npoko kusaian, that he corresponded with, people in Fur.sia, anc that 
he received newspapers from F.ussie. 
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I shewed tr .*$ rifle to *\>rina Oswald. and she could not positively 
identify it, but said that it looked liko the rifle that her husband had 
end that he had boon keeping it in the garage at **rs. Pains's hone in 
Irving, After this, I questioned Oswald further about tho rifle, but ho 
donied owning a riflo nt ell, and said that he did have a small rifle 
sci&o years past. I asked hi.*?, if hG owned a riflo in Russia, end he said, 
n ^ou know you can't buy a rifle in Hus si a, you can only buy shotguns.” 

"I had a shotgun in Hunsia and hunted sor.e while there." Karina Oswlad 
hod told mo that she thought her husband night have brought the riflo 
fron New Orleans, which ho denied* He told no that he had some things 
~horsd in s rnror* at ^ro. ^aino f s home in Irving and that he had a fow 
- ••-c--,? . •Unr.tr rt hi c renr cn ^«c!cl.Ty* I instructed the officers to 

a thorough search of both of t ? tsc t£scgs. 

After reviewing all of the evidence rertaining to the killing 
of President Kennedy bofore M strict Attorney H^nry Wade anc Ms assis- 
tant, Mil Alexander, end Jim Allen, former First Assistant District 
Atxomoy of Dallas bounty, I signed a complaint before the District 
Attorney charging Oswald with the murder of ^resident A ennedy. This was 
at 11:26 pm. do was arraigned before Judge David Johnston at 105 am, 
November 23, 1963. 

Oswald was placed in jail about 12:00 midnight and brought from the 
jail for arraignment before Judge David Johnston at 1:36 am. 
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C n k'ovcrber 23 at 1C:25 All Ccweld was brought frc.*;; the jail fcr 
an interview* Present c.t this time vno FBI agent Jin: Bcokheut, Forrest 
. orrclls, jpccial agent end in charge of Secret Service, United states 
2-Ir.rshall Bobers Fash* and Homicide officers. During this interview I 
talked to Ocualct about his leaving the building, and he told ms ho 
left by bus and rode to a atop near houo arid walked on to ill 3 house • 

At the time cf Oswald* a arrest he had a bun transfer in hie pocket. 

He add. tied this was Given to h Ira by the bus driver when he rede the 
bus after leaving the building# 

One of tho officer a had told no th/it a cab driver, V/illiaiii >byne 
-Ulcy, thought ho had rcccgnisod Oswald's picture as the ran who had 
gotten in his cab near the bus station end redo to Ecc!*.lcy Avenue. I 
ashed Otwald if ho had ridden a cab on that day, and he said, "Tec, I 
did ride in the cab. Tho bus I got on near where I verb got into 
heavy traffic and -was traveling too sic;;, and I got off and caught a 
cab." I asked hia about his conversation with tho cab driver, and ho 
eedd he reinsrnbored tl;mt when ho got in tho cab a lady car.c up who also 
wanted a cab, aixl he told Oswald to tell tho lady to "take another cab”. 

b’o found iron the investigation tho doe/ before that when Oswald 
left heme, ho was carrying a long package. He usually went to eco his 
wife of week ends, but this tiro ho had gone on Thursday night . I 
a .Iced him if he hud told Buell Viosley Frasier why he had gene heme a 
different ni^it, wid if he had told hlzi an., thing about bringing back 
ccuzo curtain rods. He denied it. 

During this conversation ho told mo ho reached hie her.# by cab 
and charged both h±3 shirt and trousers before going to tho chew. Ho 
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r:\LC hii. cab fare hc:x vac Op* cents, \>hen ashed what ho did with his 
clothing,, ha took off vhon ho got hor.e, he said ho put them in tho dirty 
clothes. in talking with him furthor about his location at tho time the 
"resident van killed, re raid he ato lunch with so, to of the colored boys vho 
worked wit*' him. C ; ne of them was called ,f ^unlor n and the other one vac 
a little abort renn whose naina ho did not know. Ho said )c had a chsose 
sandwich and sore fruit and that v*9 the only package he had brought with 
him to work and donied that ho had brought the long package dc scribed by 
>V. r rasier and bin sister. 

I arked hir why *e lived in a room, while hie wife lived in Irving, 
said Pci no, the lady his wife lived with, was learning fluxion, 

thnt hia wife needed help vith the young baby, and that it rado a nico 
arrangement for both of them. Ko said he didn't know K r . Paine very 
.‘oli, bt:t :*r. r aino and his wife, he thought, were separated a great deal 
the ti. IU : r, 1 d l:a r...v. : ::<» car, \ nt U it U,tr 



.ox that i i tho <::\rag* at th** * nine's ho^c ho hnd ccrc* sso bag* that 

bad a lot of hin persrnal belongings, thnt he hod left them there after 
coming back from ;Tcv w rleonn in cpteraber. 

•1 

To said ho hod a brother, P.obert, vho lived in Port ^orth. Vo 
later found that this brother lived in fenton. Re said t^e *aines were 
close friends of bis. 

I asked Mr if ho belonged to the Ccssminist '‘arty, but bo said 
that be bad never had a cord, but repeated that he belonged to t v e Fair 
?lcy for Cuba organisation, and he said that he belonged to the American 
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Civil liberties Union end paid v5#C0 dues. I asked hia a^oir. vhy he 
ccrricd the pistol to t ho chow# Ko refused to answer questions abort 
the pistol. lie did tell however # Usat ho had bought it dovcral 



ccnths before in Fort b'erth, Tonaa* 

I noted that ir. epics tic:d-ii£ ium chat he did answer very cuicldy, 
and I ashed bin if ho had ever been questioned bolero ^ and he told r-o 



that he had# Ho v**ao questioned cno time for a lcr£ tir.o by the FIJI 
ait ex- ho had returned free: Russia# Ho said they used different methods, ;* 
they tried she iiard and soft, ar.d the buddy method, aril said he was very 
f anili r r vith intorro^aticn. He reminded me that he did not .have to 
on3vxr any questions at all until he talked to hio attorney, and I 

v 1 

-eld him Qrp.iii that he coo- d have an attorney any" tine ho wished# 

•!e sale he didn't have r.xncy to pay for a phono call to IV# Abt. I 
told hie. to call "collect", if he liked, to uso tho jail phono or that 
he could have another attorney if ho wished# IIo said he didn't want 
another attorney, ho wasted to tali: to this attorney first. 2 believe 
he node this call later as ho thanked sc later during one of our inter- 
views for dltndns him tho use of tho telephone# I explained to Hja 
that ■•'Ti prisoners ’..'cru allowed to use the telephone. I asked hire why 
he wanted Kr# Abt, instead of acnx availablo attorney. Ho tcld me ho 
didn't know Mr. Abt personally, but that ho was fa - il i a r vith a case 
where ’It. Abt dcfo:cbk some psoplo for a violation of tho Snath Act, 
and that if ho didn' t -ct Ir. Abt, that ho felt sure the fieericaa Civil 
liberties Cnien would furnish him a lawyer# He explained to me that 
tnia organisation helped people who needed attorneys and weren't able 
to set them. 
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Vo lived at I-C07 rapes'! r>e Streot a-.ri at ora 
wjiey Corrany r.eor that address. Vhen -irked 



. ^ v— i-T j iL.f v.n had a vtlo trouble 

.-bout nn 7 ’Tovioun arrests, re tele r.- tras or 

vHle vorkinr with the 'Vr ? l«y for Cuts «©nsdttee and had a fight with 



f,e-a nnti-Oarrtro people. Do also told r.c of a debate on rose radio 
.-rtstion in Sew Vienna where ' e debated with aosse anwi-Caatro people. 

I a-kod him what bo thought of -resident Kennedy and 'is for.ily, 



and he said ha didn^t hove any views on the President. He raid, "I like 
the President's telly very well. I have ny own views abont national 
pclicios." I asked bin about a polygraph tost. Pe told ce fco had ro- 
used a pclygrapT tent with the FBI, and ho certainly wouldn't take one 
at thin tire. ~oth Hr. Bookhout, of the FBI, and Mr. ”elloy, ar.d the 
Marshall asked Oswald sore questions during this interview. 

Oswald was placed back in jail at Ili33 At I2x& P> Oswald 

win brought to tvo office for another interview with Inspector Vlley and 
wr » C f the other off' cerr end ryrclf. T talked to Oswald about the 
different places be had lived in Dallas in an effort to find where, he was 
living when the picture was rr.de of Mr holding a rifle which looked to 
he the rare rifle we had recovered.. I'M a picture showed to be taken 
near a stairway with nnny Identifying things in the bock yard. IJ o told 



ro about one of the placer- where be had lived. 

Hr. I-alr.o had told tie about whore Oswald lived on Neely Street. 

Oswald was vory evasive about this location. V, 0 found later that this 
wan the place where the picture was race. I again asked hin about his proper 
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cr.d lii&TO hii thirds night to r.o;;i } c.nd ho told ra sheet the things tt 

r-c±r.o’e rc 3 iC 1 r.cc cz.d c. few thir.es on Iccklcy. He v:si placed 

tael: da jail at 1:10 P:i. 

"\ 

At 6:00 ?.*I I instructed the officers to bring C swold back into 
the office, end ir. the yrcr/nno of Jin reokhout, Homicide officers, 
and Inspector Sollcyi or ihc Secret Service, I chewed Oswald on en- 
larged picture cf hin holding a rifle and wearing a pistol . Talc 
picture had been enlarged by our Crime Lab from a picture found in 
tho garage at Ixa. Paine 1 3 hone. He said the picture tT3 not hie, 
vhsttho face vao hi3 face, but that this picturo had been rede by 
-jcnccnc euperiapotiine his face, the other part of tho picture was 
not i-Ls at all and that he had never seen tho picture before* V/hon 
I tcld hin that tho picture vac recovered frea Kra# Paired garago, 

* 1 

he said that picturo had nevor boon in his possession, and I explained 
to hiri that it was an enlargement of the small picture obtained in 
the search. At that time I showed hin the crallcr picture. !Ic 
denied over cooing that picture and said that he knew all about 
photography, that ho had dene a lot of work in photography himself, 
that tho small picture was a reduced picturo of the la rge picture, 
and iiad been made by sere pcnsca unlincwn, to hin. He further stated 
that since ho had been photographed here at tho City Hall and that 
pccplo had boon taking his picture while being transferred from my 
office to tho ^edl door that someone had beer, able to got a picture 
of his face aril that \rith that, they had aado this picture. Ho told 
i-s thathe understood photography real well, and that in tine, ho would 
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bo ihle to rbov t.**nt ^t v-»!5 oct bis Tv'cturc, and th?t it bad teen made 
by fc-'ooro olre. At t v, is t^r.n be raid that be d'd not vant to answer 
any pore cuestions and v e vos returned to t u e jail about 7:1? pm. 

At 900 on tbo morning of November ?li, I asked that Oswald be 
brought to tbo office. At that time T chewed rim o map of the City of 
Dallas which had been recovered in the search of hi3 room on North Pecklsy. 
This map had core markings on it, ona of which was about where the ^resident 
vns shot. He said that the map hnd nothing to do with the * resident 1 s 
shooting and again, as he had one in the previous interviews, denied know- 
ing anything of tbo shrotinr of the 1 resident, or of the shooting of 
Officer Tirpit. Ho said the map hnd been U3ed to locate buildings where 

t , 

ho hnd gouo to talk to people about employment. 

Purinp thi* interview Inspector Kelley 03 ked Oswald about his religi- 
ons views, and he replied that he didn*t agree with all the philosophies on 
religion. He scored evasive with Inspector ^ellov about how be felt about 
religion, »nd T asked him if he believed in a Piety. He was evasive and 
didn't anrvzor this question. 

Someone of the Fedor el officers asked Oswald if he thought Cuba 
would ha bettor off since the r resident was assassinated. To this he replied 
that he felt that since the President was killed that someone else would 
take his placo, perhaps Vico -President Johnson, and that his views would 
probably to largely the sane ns thoco of President Kennedy. 

y 

I amain asked hin 3bout the gun and about tho picture of him 
holding a similar rifle, and at that time he again positively 
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denied having eiiy knowledge of the picture or tho rifle and 
denied that ho had ever lived on Neely Street, and when I told 
him that friends who had visited him there said that he had 
lived there, ho said that they were mistaken about visiting 

» , i 

him thore, because he had never lived there. 

During this interview, Oswald said he was a Marxist. He 
repeated two or three times, "I am a Marxist, but not a Lenini3t- 
Marxist. ile told me that the station that he had debated on in 
K aw Orleans was the one who carried Bill Sfcakey's program. Ke 
denied again knowing Alex Hidcll in New Orleans, and again reit- 
erated hi3 belief in Fair Play for Cuba and what the committee 
stood for. 

After some questioning. Cl vie f Jesse E. Curry came to the 
office and asked me if I was ready for the nan to be transferred. 

I told him we were ready a 3 soon a3 the security was completed in • 
the basement, where we were to place Oswald in a car to transfer 
him to the County Jail. X had objected to the cameras obstructing 
the jail door, and the Chief explained to me that these have been 
moved, and tho people were moved back, and the cameramen were well 
back in the garage. I told the Chief then that we were ready to 
go. He told us to go ahead with the prisioner, and that he and 
Chief Stevenson, who was with him, would meet us at the County Jail. 

Oswald’s shirt, which he was wearing at the time of arrest, 
had been removed and sent to the crime lab in Washington with all 
the other evidence for a comparison test. Oswald said he would 
like to have a shirt from hl3 clothing that had been brought to the 
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office to wear over the T-shirt that he was wearing at the tine, .We 
selected the beet-looking shirt from his things, but he said ha would 



prefer wearing a black Ivy League type shirt, indicating that it might 
be a little warror. We made this change end I asked him if he wouldn't' 
like to \*ear a hat to more or loss camouflage hie locks in the car 
while being transferred as all of the people who had been viev/ing 
him had seen him bareheaded* He didn't want to do this* Then 
Officer J. R. Lcavello handcuffed his left hand to Oswald's right 
hand, then we left the office for the transfer* 

Inasmuch as this report was made from rough notes and memory, 

r 

it is entirely possible that one of these questions could be in a 
separate interview from the one indicated in this report. He was 
interviewed under the most adverse conditions in my office which is 
9 feet 6 inches by 14 feet, and has only one' front door, which forced 
us to move this prisoner through hundreds of people each time he was 
carried from my office to the jail door, seme 20 feot, during each 
of these transfers* The crowd would attempt to jam around him, 
shouting questions and many containing slurs. This office is als;; 
surrounded by large glass windows, and there were many officers 
working next to these windows • I have no recorder in this office 
and was unable to record the interview. I was interrupted many 
times during these interviews to step from the office to talk to 
another witness or secure additional information from officers 
needed for the interrogation. 
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